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Animal Rehoming Policy
[bookmark: _Hlk39645958]Having a pet is hugely rewarding but it also comes with a financial cost and time commitment.  Our rehoming process ensures that prospective adopters are well-prepared to provide a loving and suitable home for their new pet. 

· In-Person Meeting.
· Prospective adopters must meet the animal in person. We do not approve rehoming based solely on online or postal applications.
· Pet Care Commitment.
· Adopters commit to caring for the animal only as a pet and it will not be used for hunting, guarding, or any other purpose.
· They must understand the responsibilities involved, including ongoing financial costs and time commitment, including arranging for your pet to be looked after, if it cannot come on holiday with you.
· Specific Considerations.
· Adopters are informed about any specific medical or dietary issues the animal may have.
· These may create additional cost and workload in caring for your pet. 
· Adopters will also be informed in an animal has any behavioural needs such as issues being around other pets or children and advise how this should be managed. 
· If you live in rented or tied accommodation, you must check and confirm your rental agreement/lease does not prevent you keeping a pet and, if necessary, you must obtain the landlord’s permission.
· Housing and Stimulation. 
· Adopters understand the animal’s needs and agree to provide adequate housing.
· The animal should have appropriate access to free space and mental stimulation, such as toys.
· Age and Identification. 
· Prospective owners must provide proof of identity and confirm that they are at least 18 years old.
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Disclaimer & Legal

This document may be used by non-profits and may not be used on a commercial basis, without our prior written approval.  Copyright and all other intellectual property rights of this and any derivatives of this document are retained by Alumna to the fullest extent possible in law.  

We are neither lawyers nor accountants, so are unable to offer professional advice.  Even if we were, we could not offer advice that would adequately cover all charities or all circumstances.  This draft policy is an example only and not intended to be taken into use as is. If you have a regulator other than the Charity Commission, there may be other requirements that are not necessarily included in this example policy. 

In using this draft policy, you are accepting that you will take all necessary steps, including seeking professional advice, to ensure the policy approved meets fully your charity’s needs and complies with all regulatory and legal guidance and that we have no responsibility whatsoever for any loss or detriment that may arise from using it.  I have included links to regulatory guidance, and you can find pro bono support using the Charity Excellence Help Finder. 
Ian
Ian McLintock ½ Founder

07595 371 444
ian@charityexcellence.co.uk
www.charityexcellence.co.uk  
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