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Finding Funders with AI: How to Find Funders Checklist
As you have completed this course, you may find some of the resources below of interest. Enjoy.
✅ Stage 1: Finding Grant Makers
You can just ask your AI to search for funders on the web (an open search), but you can also ask it to go to a specific location.  If you have environmental concerns about AI energy use this uses far less than an open search.
Top Tip: when searching, specify whether you want grant makers that make grants to organisations, or to individuals, or both. 
It cannot access databases behind paywalls or which have logins, but it can access (at least to some extent) other databases.  Here are some examples:
· Charity regulators, such as the Charity Commission E&W, OSCR (Scotland) and CCNI (Northern Ireland) have a register of charities, including most grant makers.   
· Others may cover activities, such as sports or the arts, or disability.  For example, Sports England, Arts Council England and Disability Grants UK. 
· And others have a geographical focus.  For example, each English county in England and each of the other UK countries have community foundations, which not only make grants locally but often also list other sources of funding.  Other organisations, such as councils, may also do so. 
· Some organisations research grants and may make grant lists available online, sometimes for really quite niche areas.  
Top Tip: if searching the Charity Commission E&W directory, don’t just ask for grant makers as many charities list this but may not make grants. Instead ask for charities whose main way of carrying out purposes is grant making. 
To search for suitable grant directories and online funder lists, register with Charity Excellence, then login; everything is free. Once logged in, click the Funding Finder button in the blue band at the top of your screen. 
· First select your location – using the Region/Country pull down menu.
· If applicable, then add any main UK cities and/or English counties using the City/County menu.
· Then select the Funding Finder search category using the Sector & Type menu.
· Then click the Search button and the system will display all relevant directories and funding lists.  There are 400+. 
Choose the ones that look most useful for you and use these in your AI funding searches. 


⚠️ Stage 2: Finding More Information About Available Grants
Once you have a list of suitable grant makers, you’ll want to add the information you need to consider which ones to apply to, when and what for.  
Top Tip: charity regulators can be very good for finding grant makers, but they have limited information about grants and how to apply.
Here are some criteria you might wish to think about. 
· Eligibility - what groups, locations and levels of income, etc are eligible.
· Priority – some may prioritise groups, such as the BAME community or small charities.
· Funding Rounds - how many funding rounds each year and when?
· Types of funding - project, core (unrestricted) and/or capital (buildings and equipment) and multi-year.
· Amounts – minimum and maximum amounts. 
Top Tip: Be cautious about potential virtue signalling ‘we welcome applications from disability groups’ and,,,, If you don’t think that means they’ll prioritise your application, it’s probably best to ignore it.
Tell your AI to create a table, what columns you want and information to include, and to populate this with the information it has sourced so far.  Now, send it to other data sources to find the information to populate the empty parts of the table. 
· Grant Nav 360 Giving requires a bit of digital knowledge, but you don’t need this if you’re using AI and it has lots of really good information.
· But it has only a small percentage of the UK funders, so you’ll want to search more widely too.  
· Community foundations and councils can often work well for local grants.
· Individual grant maker’s web sites are often the best source of detailed information but don’t forget some may be out of date.  
Top Tip: the first time you run this exercise it may take you quite a while to find the best sources for your charity, so bookmark the best ones in your browser for next time.  
Finally, AI can do an awful lot of the heavy lifting for you, but it makes mistakes and websites and databases may have their own mistakes.  Always, always check.
Top Tip: Once you’ve decided what information you want on grant makers and in what format, tell your AI it is to remember this for next time. 
AI searches are quick, simple and good for niche or very small funders you won’t find on a grant directory, but these are not a replacement for them. When you access a grant directory, someone else has done all the hard work and most are experts at grant research, so may have found grant makers you wouldn’t.    
Charity Excellence Funding Finder is free and optimised for small and marginalised groups. 
Top Tip: Its Latest addition pull down menu allows you to select periods of time, so you can login regularly and find all the latest grants relevant to your nonprofit.
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	Help us to help everyone by sharing this with your network. Charity Excellence Learning: certificated, online AI courses that anyone can undertake.
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