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How to Find Funders
✅ Stage 1: Creating Your List of Prospective Funders
Use one of the kinds of criteria below to ask your AI to find funders that make grants to charities. Repeat with a different prompt each time. It’s an art not a science and, if it loses its way, or gives you wrong answers, clarify what you meant and ask it to run the prompt again. 
Please find me funders that make grants to charities in Buckinghamshire.
	Criteria Category
	Specific Requirements

	Location
	Buckinghamshire, SE England, England, UK

	Your Cause
	Poverty, Education, Health

	Type of Organisation
	Registered Charity, Constituted Group, CIC (Community Interest Company)

	Type of Funding
	Revenue (Project), Capital (Buildings), Core (Unrestricted)

	Who it's for
	Young People, Women

	What it's for
	Training, Employment Advice, or Impact - Alleviating Loneliness



You can also ask your AI to look at particular funding sources.
Please search Heart of Bucks community foundation and the Buckinghamshire councils to find me grant makers that make grant to charities in Buckinghamshire.
You can also ask it to look at specific websites or directories.
Please search https://www.charityexcellence.co.uk/ for funders that make grants to small charities and community groups.
You can use Charity Excellence Funding Finder to find funding sources. You need to register (everything is free), login, click the Funding finder button in the blue band at the top. Select the Funding Finder search category from the People and Groups pull down menu and then any search criteria you want, such as locations, cause, groups of people etc. 
Once you have a big enough list, ask your AI to compile a single list of all the funders it has found. If there are any you don’t want, asl it to delete these.
🔁 Stage 2: Adding the Information You Need on Each Grant Maker
Decide what information you need on each grant maker and ask your AI to create a table with all of your funders in it and a column for each of your criteria. Here are some ideas for you. 
	Criteria
	Details to Include

	Grant Amount
	Maximum and/or minimum grant amounts available.

	Eligibility
	Who can apply (e.g. location, type of organisation, beneficiaries).

	Type of Funding
	Revenue, capital/equipment, or core funding.

	Number of Rounds
	How often the fund is open (e.g. rolling, annual).

	Deadline
	Include both date and time (e.g. 29 Sep 25, 5pm). 



⚠️ Stage 3: Tips to Get Better Results
· Funding directories have far fewer funders but benefit from the expertise of those who run them, as well as their judgement and insight. 
· Most have to be paid for but Charity Excellence Funding Finder is completely free and the only one optimised for small charities.
· You can use both broad and narrow criteria, such as asking it to find grant makers for “breast cancer”, then ask it for “cancer”, then “health”.
· AI can be used to find local grant makers that are too small to be included in grants directories.
· And for less well defined funding such as ‘hate crime’.
· And you can broaden your search ‘hate crime and similar activities’.
· Once you’ve run a search, you can always ask it to see if it can find some more. 
· Ask you AI to create a document to download – Word, Excel, pdf.
Once you are happy with what you’ve set up, ask your AI to save it to its permanent memory so you can use it again next time.
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	Help us to help everyone by sharing this with your network. Charity Excellence Learning: certificated, online AI courses that anyone can undertake.
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